S. 1890 — Carla Walker Act Overview
S. 1890, the Carla Walker Act, is a proposed U.S. Senate bill that would create a federal grant program to fund advanced DNA analysis for state, tribal, and local law enforcement agencies, with a focus on solving cold cases and identifying unidentified human remains 
Purpose and Scope
The bill amends the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to add a new Part PP — Grants to Improve Forensic Activities. It authorizes the Attorney General to award competitive grants to eligible entities so they can use whole genome sequencing (WGS) technology to analyze at least 100,000 genetic markers — far more than the current CODIS system’s 20 markers  
Eligible Recipients
Grants can be awarded to:
· States
· Tribal or local law enforcement agencies
· Prosecutor’s offices with forensic laboratory capabilities
· Medical examiner’s offices
· Coroner’s offices  
Uses of Funds
Funding can be used for:
· DNA analysis of crime scene evidence or samples from convicted offenders
· Analysis of unidentified human remains when CODIS cannot produce a match
· Purchasing specialized forensic equipment
· Outsourcing analysis to accredited public or private forensic laboratories  
Oversight and Compliance
· All activities must comply with Department of Justice policies on forensic genealogical DNA analysis.
· Grantees must submit annual reports detailing the number of cases tested, methods used, and identification outcomes.
· The Attorney General will oversee the program and conduct audits for transparency  
Budget and Timeline
· Annual appropriation: $5 million per year from FY2025 to FY2029  
· Grants would be available immediately upon passage, with reporting required within one year of receiving funds.
· The DOJ must submit a two-year report to Congress evaluating the program’s implementation and recommending future uses of forensic genetic genealogy technology 

