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The providers

• Crime Scene Technical Units
– city/county/state/federal police agencies
– specifically trained technicians
– Purpose: process crime scenes/collect 

evidence
– typically the starting point of criminal 

investigations



The providers

• Medical Examiners
– varied jurisdictions
– Purpose: determine cause (specific 

injury)/manner of death (eg. homicide)by 
examining deceased individual

– collect evidence from body
– forensic anthropologists, odontologists



The providers

• SANE (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners) nurses
– typically affiliated with a healthcare facility
– Purpose: provide medical attention to 

victim/collect evidence for sexual assault kit
– may also collect suspect kits
– complexity of the kit--backlog is complex (swabs)
– Rape kit tracking systems



The providers

• Crime laboratories
– city/county/state/federal agencies
– laboratory scientists
– Purpose: test evidence, provide reports, testify 

in court
– typically contain multiple disciplines as follows:



The providers

• Crime laboratories
– controlled substances identification
– toxicology 



The providers

• Crime laboratories
– latent print processing/comparison
– AFIS/ABIS/MBIS - Automated Fingerprint 

Identification System



The providers

• Crime laboratories
– DNA testing/screening
– CODIS database - Combined DNA Indexing System
– Each state has convicted offender DNA program
– Misdemeanors and arrestee samples vary by state
– Indexes for crimes, offenders, missing persons



The providers

• Crime laboratories
– Fireams/Toolmark Analysis
– NIBIN database - National Integrated Ballistic 

Information Network
– Becoming more of a collaboration between LE/lab
– 3D imaging systems are expensive



The providers

• Crime laboratories
– Trace Evidence
– Fire debris analysis
– Forensic document exam
– Computer/Digital forensics                              

(cell phones, tablets, computers, cloud data)
• Regional Computer Forensic Laboratory



Welcome to the world of Forensic 
Science providers: Sex Assault
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Some Casework examples
Elementary school bomb?

Writing on package stated “Bomb, Boom, touch 
sensitive” in black marker and the package was 
left in front of the school.



Some Casework examples
Processed for latent 
prints
● Developed fingerprint smudges and partial 

latent fingerprints 

● Nothing comparable - Or AFIS Quality



Some Casework examples
Processed for latent 
prints
● Palm print?
● AFIS system upgrade allows us to search 

palm prints



Some Casework examples
A year goes by…

Booking in County Jail on another 
case-
● Palm prints from individual added to database
● Hit to a suspect, charges filed.



Some Casework examples





Steinemer and Holsopple were prosecuted for the crimes.  
Holsopple pled guilt to first-degree kidnapping and rape in 
October 2010 and received two life-in-prison sentences for 
these crimes.  Steinemer pled guilty and was sentenced to two 
30 year sentences in prison, with a fixed 13 year sentence. 





FORENSIC SCIENCE IS USED FOR:

Identification and Exonerations



Resource Challenges
● Personnel (especially forensic pathology/firearms)

In 2021 The National Institute of Justice and West Virginia University 
Project FORESIGHT provided data that there has been an increase 
in backlogs from 2013 to 2020 in blood alcohol by 190%, crime 
scene investigation by 628.5%, fingerprints by 88.5%, toxicology 
by 110%, and firearms cases increased by as much as 166%.  
However, funding has not increased to address these matters.

● Facilities

● Training

● Equipment



CFSO efforts
● AAFS, ASCLD, IACME, IAI, NAME, SOFT/ABFT

● 21,000 Forensic Science Practitioners
○ Scientists, doctors, nurses, lawyers, 

investigators, engineers, educators, researchers

● Pulls all the forensic science groups together

● Lobbies for funding (especially JFAA)



Questions:

Matthew Gamette
Forensic Services Laboratory System Director
Idaho State Police
matthew.gamette@isp.idaho.gov
208-884-7217

Jay Henry
Crime Laboratory System Director (retired)
Utah Department of Public Safety
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